
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Performance Evaluations: I hate performance evalua-
tions, but they're necessary.  Let me briefly describe how
they help us. 

When you want to achieve a goal, what do you do?  In
its simplest form, you develop a plan to achieve the goal,
and then you follow the plan. All of us joined Toastmasters
with the same goal of becoming better speakers, thinkers,
managers, and a more professionalpersona. Now lets step
back and evaluate our performance. Are we more profes-
sional after having joined Toastmasters, and participating
in the various meeting roles? Have you personally
improved as a speaker? Are you a more professional per-
son? Are you gaining a higher skill level with each meeting
you attend? Always evaluate yourself. You need to know
if you're on track to achieve your goals. 

A personal evaluation of yourself is the most important
evaluation. It's the most revealing, so be honest, and don't
forget to also consider how your peers would evaluate you.
Lets begin. 

1.  Do I regularly attend the weekly meetings, and do I
contribute whenever I'm provided the opportunity? 

2. Am I professionally prepared for my meeting roles?
And, do I miss meetings when I'm scheduled for an
important role?

3. Do I provide constructive comments and encouragement
to other members to keep them motivated?

4. Have I assumed a leadership position in the club? 

5. And finally, am I participating in the club speaking
contests? (Fabulous growth here.) 

If you can answer "Yes" to the above questions, then
you're  growing and becoming a professional speaker. If
you have more "No" answers, then you're the person that
needs to refocus. That's Ok. We all need that from time to
time.  Overall, just be sure you're on track for your goal
achievement and success, and stay the course. 

Your President,  

Scott Lebsack   

CONTESTS RESULTS
The Spring 2008 InternationalSpeech Contest and Tall
Tales Contest for Area 51 was held at Marques Hall on the
UNT campus. Pat Foutch, on the left, with Area 51

Governor Helen Schenk
and Contest Master Ron
Clark, won second place
in the Speech Contest.
Also representing the
Denton Toastmasters in
the Tall Tales Contest
was Bill Castleman.
Attilane Konczol served

the contest as Sargent of Arms.

Michelle Sedas won first place in the International
Speech Contest and Patricia Feager won first place in the
Tall Tales Contest.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to our new memberswho have joined
during the period of January, 2008 through May, 2008.
We are glad that you have joined Denton Toastmasters
and that you are on your way to becomingbetter
speakers in all areas of your lives. We support you in
all of your speaking goals.

Our new members are:

Deekshitulu Dokka 
Donald M. Freeman 
Sandra A. Gonzales 
Jeffrey Ray Hubbard
Susan R. Krominga 
Sonya Kwon
Sung-Won Min 
Mark P. Routledge 

New members and guests are always welcome.
Denton Toastmaster’s meetings are open meetings
and everyone is invited to come to visit.
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DTM CORNER

I encourage all of our new officers to attend one of the
Toastmasters Leadership Institute trainingfor July 1 -
December 31, 2008.  In addition, members can attend and
learn additional information for Toastmaster require-
ments.  By attending, you will learn how to receive out-
standing information for each officer.  

Here is the list of TLI training locations:  

Sat, Jun 7 - 8:00 am- Texas Christian University
Fort Worth, TX, Hosted by TCU Toastmasters

Fri, Jun 20 - 6:30 pm - TLI Light (Core Officer 
Training Only) IBM Corp., 1177 Beltline Rd,  
Coppell, TX,  Hosted by Talk Blue Toastmasters

Sat, Jun 21 - 8:00 am- IBM Corp., 1177 Beltline Rd,
Coppell, TX,  Hosted by Talk Blue Toastmasters

Fri, Jul 11 - 6:30 pm- TLI Light (Core Officer 
Training Only), TWU, Ella C. McFadden Science
Lecture Hall, 1201 Wesleyan, Fort Worth
Hosted by Texas Wesleyan Spellbinders 

Sat, Jul 12 - 8:00 am- TWU, Ella C. McFadden  
Science Lecture Hall, 1201 Wesleyan, Fort Worth
Hosted by Texas Wesleyan Spellbinders

Sat., Aug. 23 - 8:00 am - UNT, Denton, Texas
Hosted by North Texas Toastmasters

For more detailed information about the Toastmasters
Leadership Institute, please refer to the D-25 website.

Submitted by Ron Clark, DTM

SPEAKING TIPS

During evaluations, it is suggested that the use of
gestures makes our speeches more interesting.

According to Richard Doetkott,
Professor of Communications
Studies at ChapmanUniversity,
“Gestures are not effective
because of what they are, they’re
effective because they have truth
behind them and that they belong
to the person who’s speaking.”

He goes a step further by stating that “today’s great
speakers have found that when gestures are used as
punctuation rather than theater, when they come from
within rather than without, they carry a subtle power
that can engage an audience and more accurately -
and truthfully - make their point.” Keep these tips in
mind when using gestures in your next speech.

Article from Toastmaster Magazine, Feb. 2008, By Patrick Mott

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

A Question of Etiquette 

As a Toastmaster, have you been advised not to say "thank
you" to your audiences? Or have you been told it's inappro-
priate to apologize to them? When I've heard Toastmasters
say "Never say thank you to your audience" during an eval-
uation, the reason given is that "audiences should be thank-
ing you!" 

Well, audience members do thank their speakers - if
they've received worthwhile content. They clap, they smile,
they may even cry as a result of your talk. And sometimes
they even contact you afterward to find out more about your
subject. They don't have to thank you. But when all goes
well, they happily say thanks in these ways. Now that's suc-
cess! 

My only caution is: Avoid using "thank you" as a way to
sum up or close your speech. Words of gratitude and
acknowledgment come after you've given the audience
members a compelling close that leaves them with a
message to remember.

Article from Toastmasters Magazine, Aug., 2007, By Margaret
Page, CL

TOASTER TIDBITS

Pat Foutch spent a week attending
a watercolor workshop at Ghost
Ranch,New Mexico.She said
there wasn't enough time, paint,
or paper to capture the magnificent
beauty of the area. A return trip is
anticipated.

At the end of March, Attilane Konczol traveled to
Hungary, her country of origin, to visit her family for three
weeks. Attilane enjoyed spending time with her mom as
well as other relatives, in addition to attending her twenty-fifth
year High School Reunion. 

Israel was Amelinda Salas' destination. She took
over 1,200 pictures. Her advice is to pack light and
buy as many souvenirs as possible (it is very expen-
sive to ship items from Israel). Her flight back from
Israel to the U.S. was 11 hours 15 minutes. She would
live in Israel if she could.  As things are, she will visit
Israel as many times as possible.
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